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Abstract

The project examines citizens' place-based engagement and considers these activities as a
contribution to civil societies’ assumption of responsibility. The aim is to understand cohesion within
its embeddedness in different socio-spatial framework conditions.
The project’s background is formed by current ecological, economic, and social crises that affect
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society as a whole and whose consequences are reflected in new negotiation processes. In particular,
responsibilities and competencies are being renegotiated and attributed between the state, the
market, and civil society. While state responsibility is maintained or expanded in some regulatory
areas, citizens are addressed as more responsible in others. Relevant examples encompass activities
in citizens’ immediate living environment, which unbureaucratically contribute to socio-spatial
development, e.g. providing everyday support, and participating in processes to design, shape and
create their surroundings.
Thus, a renewed and crucial relevance is ascribed to the assumption of responsibility by civil society –
defined as the provision of voluntary, unpaid, and common good-oriented activities. Consequently,
citizens’ contributions are encouraged by several incentives and impulses.
Using this as starting point, the study referred to interviews with engaged citizens from German study
areas, which differ in terms of essential spatial characteristics. In contrast, interviews from
international data collections in Albania, Greece, and Northern Macedonia were analysed.
Finally, i) linkages between social and spatial framework conditions, the assumption of responsibility
(on a local level), and cohesion are to be reconstructed. In practice, this knowledge can ii) provide a
range of innovative options for action to stakeholders in politics and spatial planning.
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